
 

 

     

September 22, 2016 

State Economic Snapshots  
This monthly report provides a snapshot of the status of the economic recovery in each of the 50 states and 
the District of Columbia. This month’s snapshots include state-level data on jobs, unemployment and 
earnings through August 2016.1 
 
Highlights 

• Private-sector employment increased in 27 states and the District of Columbia in August.  
• The unemployment rate fell in 17 states.  
• Average hourly earnings, adjusted for inflation, increased in 29 states and the District of Columbia 

over the past year. 
• Home values appreciated in 49 states and the District of Columbia over the year between the 

second quarter of 2015 and the second quarter of 2016. 
 
Private-Sector Job Gains 
Private-sector employment increased in 27 states and the District of Columbia in August. The largest 
private-sector gains were in California (35,200), Florida (22,600), Texas (18,500), Virginia (12,400) and 
Tennessee (10,500). On a percentage basis, the largest gains were in the District of Columbia, New 
Hampshire, Utah, Mississippi, Tennessee, Nevada and Virginia. 
 
Over the past 12 months, 44 states and the District of Columbia gained private-sector jobs, with California 
(332,800), Florida (241,300), Texas (150,900), Georgia (102,600) and New York (97,500) recording the 
largest increases. The largest percentage gains in private-sector employment during this period were in 
Utah (3.6 percent), Oregon (3.5 percent), Florida (3.4 percent), Delaware and Idaho (3.3 percent each). 
Nationally, 2.3 million private-sector jobs were added in the past year, a 1.9 percent increase. 
 
Unemployment 
The unemployment rate declined in 17 states in August. The declines were statistically significant in 
Alabama, Illinois (-0.3 percentage point each) and Utah (-0.2 percentage point). Six states had statistically 
significant increases in the unemployment rate from the prior month. 
 
Over the past 12 months, 30 states and the District of Columbia reported declines in the unemployment 
rate. Ten states had declines that were statistically significant, with the largest of these declines in 
Arkansas, Tennessee (-1.2 percentage points each), North Carolina (-1.1 percentage points) and West 
Virginia (-1.0 percentage point). Five states had increases that were statistically significant. 
 
South Dakota (2.9 percent) had the lowest unemployment rate in August, followed by New Hampshire 
(3.0 percent), North Dakota (3.1 percent), Nebraska (3.2 percent) and Vermont (3.3 percent). Alaska (6.8 
percent) had the highest unemployment rate, followed by New Mexico (6.6 percent), Nevada, Louisiana 

                                                                 
1 Individual monthly readings should be interpreted with caution and in the context of longer-term trends and other data that 
become available. Changes in state-level data from month to month may not be statistically significant due to sampling 
variation, which occurs because a sample rather than the entire population is surveyed. 
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(6.3 percent each), Mississippi and the District of Columbia (6.0 percent each). The national 
unemployment rate was 4.9 percent in August, down from 5.1 percent one year ago.  
 
Home Prices 
Home values appreciated in 49 states and the District of Columbia over the year between the second 
quarter of 2015 and the second quarter of 2016, according to the Federal Housing Finance Agency’s 
purchase-only, seasonally adjusted index. Home prices increased the most in Oregon (11.7 percent), 
Washington (10.3 percent), Colorado (10.2 percent), Florida (10.0 percent) and Nevada (9.6 percent). 
Home prices fell slightly in Vermont. Nationally, home prices rose by 5.6 percent during this period. 
 
Earnings 
Average hourly earnings, adjusted for inflation, increased in 29 states and the District of Columbia over the 
past year. The largest earnings gains were posted in Rhode Island (6.0 percent), Delaware (4.5 percent), 
Oregon (3.6 percent), North Carolina (3.0 percent) and Tennessee (2.8 percent). Earnings declined in 19 
states and were roughly unchanged in two. Nationally, real average hourly earnings increased by 0.8 
percent (not seasonally adjusted) in the past year. The District of Columbia ($39.18) had the highest 
average hourly earnings in August, followed by Massachusetts ($30.85), Connecticut ($30.39), 
Washington ($29.86) and New York ($29.08). 
 
Income, Poverty and Health Insurance Coverage for 2015 
The Census Bureau this month released state-by-state data for 2015 income, poverty and health insurance 
coverage.2 All states and the District of Columbia recorded both an increase in real median household 
income between 2014 and 2015 and a decline in the percentage of those without health insurance coverage 
between 2013 and 2015. An overwhelming majority of states and the District of Columbia experienced a 
decline in the poverty rate last year. Data for all states are included in the table on page 4. 
  
Income 
Real median household income increased in all states and the District of Columbia between 2014 and 2015. 
Thirty-nine states and the District of Columbia recorded income gains that were statistically significant. 
The states with the largest percentage increases in median income were Montana (6.8 percent), Tennessee 
(6.5 percent), Oregon (5.9 percent), Hawaii, New Hampshire, Rhode Island and Wisconsin (5.6 percent 
each). The states with the highest median incomes in 2015 were Maryland ($75,800), the District of 
Columbia ($75,600), Hawaii ($73,500), Alaska ($73,400) and New Jersey ($72,200).  
 
Poverty 
The poverty rate declined in 45 states and the District of Columbia between 2014 and 2015. Twenty-three 
states had declines that were statistically significant. The states that experienced the largest declines were 
Vermont (2.0 percentage points), Tennessee (1.6 percentage points), South Carolina (1.4 percentage 
points), Minnesota, Georgia and Texas (1.3 percentage points each). The states with the lowest poverty 
rates in 2015 were New Hampshire (8.2 percent), Maryland (9.7 percent), Minnesota and Vermont (10.2 
percent each), Alaska (10.3 percent), Connecticut (10.5 percent), Hawaii (10.6 percent) and New Jersey 
(10.8 percent). Mississippi had the highest poverty rate in the nation at 22.0 percent. 

                                                                 
2 The data in this report are from the American Community Survey (ACS). The ACS is regarded as the best source for 
community and local-level data. National-level data from the ACS are included in this report facilitate comparisons. The Current 
Population Survey (CPS) is regarded as the best source for national-level data. According to the CPS, median household income 
was $56,500 in 2015, up 5.2 percent from 2014; the poverty rate was 13.5 percent in 2015, down 1.2 percentage points from 
2014; and the percentage without health insurance was 9.1 percent in 2015, down from 13.3 percent in 2013.                                                                                                                     
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Health Insurance 
All states recorded a drop in the percentage of people without health insurance coverage between 2013 and 
2015. As a result, thirty-one states and the District of Columbia had uninsured rates below 10 percent in 
2015. The states with the largest drop in the percentage of people uninsured were California (8.6 
percentage points), Nevada (8.4 percentage points), Kentucky (8.3 percentage points), West Virginia (8.0 
percentage points), New Mexico and Oregon (7.7 percentage points each). In California alone, the number 
of people without health insurance coverage declined by nearly 3.2 million between 2013 and 2015. The 
states with the lowest percentage of people without health insurance coverage in 2015 were Massachusetts 
(2.8 percent), the District of Columbia, Vermont (3.8 percent each), Hawaii (4.0 percent), Minnesota (4.5 
percent) and Iowa (5.0 percent). Texas had the highest uninsured rate at 17.1 percent. 
 
Key Employment Sectors 
Manufacturing  
Manufacturing employment expanded in 18 states during August. The largest increases were in Florida 
(4,800), North Carolina (1,400), Virginia (1,300), Mississippi (900) and Maine (800). On a percentage 
basis, the largest gains were in Alaska, North Dakota, Maine, Florida, Montana and Vermont. 
 
Over the past 12 months, 21 states added manufacturing positions. On a percentage basis, the biggest gains 
were in Florida (4.4 percent), Utah (3.5 percent), Montana (3.1 percent), Tennessee (2.6 percent) and 
Maryland (2.4 percent). Across the country, 37,000 manufacturing positions have been lost in the last 12 
months, a 0.3 percent decrease. 
 
Construction  
Construction employment increased in 24 states during August. The largest gains were reported in 
Michigan (2,600), Ohio (2,100), California (2,000), Tennessee (1,700) and Missouri (1,600). The largest 
percentage gains during the month were in Wyoming, Michigan, Nevada, Missouri and Tennessee. 
 
In the past 12 months, 36 states added construction jobs. The greatest percentage gains over the past year 
were in Iowa (18.7 percent), Hawaii (12.3 percent), Colorado (11.3 percent), Idaho (9.2 percent) and 
Nevada (8.9 percent). Nationally, over this period, construction employment increased by 199,000 
positions, a 3.1 percent increase. 
 
Professional and Business Services 
Professional and business services employment increased in 28 states and the District of Columbia during 
August. The largest increases were posted in California (14,400), Tennessee (6,100), Indiana (5,300), 
Florida (3,500) and Virginia (3,100). The largest percentage gains were in New Hampshire, Indiana, South 
Dakota, Tennessee and Hawaii. 
 
In the past year, 39 states and the District of Columbia added jobs in professional and business services. 
The largest percentage gains were in Delaware (9.8 percent), Oregon (7.2 percent), South Carolina (5.0 
percent), Florida (4.9 percent) and North Carolina (4.2 percent). The U.S. economy overall has added 
542,000 professional and business services jobs during this time, a 2.8 percent increase. 
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2015 2014 % Increase 2015 2014 2015 2013 Change in # 
Uninsured

UNITED STATES $55,800 $53,700 3.8% 14.7% 15.5% 9.4% 14.5% -15,423,000
Alabama $44,800 $42,900 4.4% 18.5% 19.3% 10.1% 13.6% -161,000

Alaska $73,400 $71,700 2.3% 10.3% 11.2% 14.9% 18.5% -26,000
Arizona $51,500 $50,100 2.8% 17.4% 18.2% 10.8% 17.1% -390,000

Arkansas $42,000 $41,300 1.7% 19.1% 18.9% 9.5% 16.0% -187,000
California $64,500 $62,000 4.0% 15.3% 16.4% 8.6% 17.2% -3,183,000
Colorado $63,900 $61,400 4.2% 11.5% 12.0% 8.1% 14.1% -297,000

Connecticut $71,300 $70,100 1.8% 10.5% 10.8% 6.0% 9.4% -122,000
Delaware $61,300 $59,700 2.5% 12.4% 12.5% 5.9% 9.1% -29,000

District of Columbia $75,600 $71,700 5.5% 17.3% 17.7% 3.8% 6.7% -17,000
Florida $49,400 $47,500 4.1% 15.7% 16.5% 13.3% 20.0% -1,191,000

Georgia $51,200 $49,400 3.8% 17.0% 18.3% 13.9% 18.8% -458,000
Hawaii $73,500 $69,600 5.6% 10.6% 11.4% 4.0% 6.7% -36,000
Idaho $48,300 $47,900 0.8% 15.1% 14.8% 11.0% 16.2% -77,000

Illinois $59,600 $57,500 3.7% 13.6% 14.4% 7.1% 12.7% -718,000
Indiana $50,500 $49,500 2.1% 14.5% 15.2% 9.6% 14.0% -275,000

Iowa $54,700 $53,800 1.8% 12.2% 12.2% 5.0% 8.1% -93,000
Kansas $53,900 $52,600 2.6% 13.0% 13.6% 9.1% 12.3% -88,000

Kentucky $45,200 $43,000 5.1% 18.5% 19.1% 6.0% 14.3% -355,000
Louisiana $45,700 $44,600 2.5% 19.6% 19.8% 11.9% 16.6% -206,000

Maine $51,500 $49,500 4.0% 13.4% 14.1% 8.4% 11.2% -37,000
Maryland $75,800 $74,100 2.4% 9.7% 10.1% 6.6% 10.2% -204,000

Massachusetts $70,600 $69,200 2.0% 11.5% 11.6% 2.8% 3.7% -57,000
Michigan $51,100 $49,900 2.4% 15.8% 16.2% 6.1% 11.0% -475,000

Minnesota $63,500 $61,500 3.2% 10.2% 11.5% 4.5% 8.2% -195,000
Mississippi $40,600 $39,700 2.2% 22.0% 21.5% 12.7% 17.1% -128,000

Missouri $50,200 $48,400 3.8% 14.8% 15.5% 9.8% 13.0% -190,000
Montana $49,500 $46,400 6.8% 14.6% 15.4% 11.6% 16.5% -46,000

Nebraska $55,000 $52,700 4.3% 12.6% 12.4% 8.2% 11.3% -55,000
Nevada $52,400 $51,500 1.8% 14.7% 15.2% 12.3% 20.7% -219,000

New Hampshire $70,300 $66,600 5.6% 8.2% 9.2% 6.3% 10.7% -57,000
New Jersey $72,200 $72,000 0.3% 10.8% 11.1% 8.7% 13.2% -389,000

New Mexico $45,400 $44,800 1.2% 20.4% 21.3% 10.9% 18.6% -158,000
New York $60,900 $58,900 3.3% 15.4% 15.9% 7.1% 10.7% -689,000

North Carolina $47,800 $46,600 2.7% 16.4% 17.2% 11.2% 15.6% -406,000
North Dakota $60,600 $59,000 2.6% 11.0% 11.5% 7.8% 10.4% -16,000

Ohio $51,100 $49,300 3.5% 14.8% 15.8% 6.5% 11.0% -511,000
Oklahoma $48,600 $47,600 2.1% 16.1% 16.6% 13.9% 17.7% -133,000

Oregon $54,100 $51,100 5.9% 15.4% 16.6% 7.0% 14.7% -291,000
Pennsylvania $55,700 $53,300 4.5% 13.2% 13.6% 6.4% 9.7% -420,000
Rhode Island $58,100 $55,000 5.6% 13.9% 14.3% 5.7% 11.6% -61,000

South Carolina $47,200 $45,300 4.3% 16.6% 18.0% 10.9% 15.8% -216,000
South Dakota $53,000 $51,000 3.9% 13.7% 14.2% 10.2% 11.3% 7,000

Tennessee $47,300 $44,400 6.5% 16.7% 18.3% 10.3% 13.9% -219,000
Texas $55,700 $53,100 4.8% 15.9% 17.2% 17.1% 22.1% -1,133,000

Utah $62,900 $61,000 3.2% 11.3% 11.7% 10.5% 14.0% -91,000
Vermont $57,000 $54,200 5.1% 10.2% 12.2% 3.8% 7.2% -21,000
Virginia $66,300 $65,000 2.0% 11.2% 11.8% 9.1% 12.3% -244,000

Washington $64,100 $61,400 4.4% 12.2% 13.2% 6.6% 14.0% -492,000
West Virginia $42,000 $41,100 2.3% 17.9% 18.3% 6.0% 14.0% -147,000

Wisconsin $55,600 $52,700 5.6% 12.1% 13.2% 5.7% 9.1% -195,000
Wyoming $60,200 $57,100 5.5% 11.1% 11.2% 11.5% 13.4% -11,000

Income, Poverty and Health Insurance Coverage by State (American Community Survey)
Poverty Rate Percentage Without Health Insurance

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey (ACS).                                                                                                                                 
Notes: The ACS is regarded as the best source for community and local-level data while the Current Population Survey (CPS) is regarded as the best 
source for national-level data. National-level ACS data are included here to facilitate comparisons. According to the CPS, median household income was 
$56,500 in 2015, up 5.2 percent from 2014; the poverty rate was 13.5 percent in 2015, down 1.2 percentage points from 2014; and the percentage without 
health insurance was 9.1 percent in 2015, down from 13.3 percent in 2013; income figures rounded to nearest hundred.

Median Household Income (2015 $)
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South Dakota 2.9%
New Hampshire 3.0%

North Dakota 3.1%
Nebraska 3.2%
Vermont 3.3%

Hawaii 3.4%
Utah 3.7%

Colorado 3.8%
Idaho 3.8%

Arkansas 3.9%
Massachusetts 3.9%

Virginia 3.9%
Maine 4.0%

Minnesota 4.0%
Iowa 4.2%

Wisconsin 4.2%
Delaware 4.3%

Kansas 4.3%
Maryland 4.3%
Montana 4.3%

Tennessee 4.4%
Indiana 4.5%

Michigan 4.5%
North Carolina 4.6%

Florida 4.7%
Ohio 4.7%

Texas 4.7%
New York 4.8%

Georgia 4.9%
Kentucky 4.9%

UNITED STATES 4.9%
Missouri 5.1%

Oklahoma 5.1%
South Carolina 5.1%

New Jersey 5.3%
Alabama 5.4%
Oregon 5.4%

California 5.5%
Illinois 5.5%

Wyoming 5.5%
Connecticut 5.6%

Rhode Island 5.6%
Pennsylvania 5.7%

Washington 5.7%
West Virginia 5.7%

Arizona 5.8%
District of Columbia 6.0%

Mississippi 6.0%
Louisiana 6.3%

Nevada 6.3%
New Mexico 6.6%

Alaska 6.8%
Puerto Rico 11.3%

Unemployment Rate 
(August 2016)

Percentage Net Jobs Percentage Net Jobs
UNITED STATES 5.5% 6,348,000 9.8% 10,911,000

Alabama -2.6% -42,000 3.1% 48,200
Alaska 8.5% 20,100 7.9% 18,800

Arizona 1.9% 43,600 9.9% 207,000
Arkansas 2.0% 20,200 4.8% 46,800
California 8.1% 1,048,700 13.5% 1,668,500
Colorado 11.0% 216,800 14.2% 271,800

Connecticut -0.1% -1,700 2.8% 39,400
Delaware 4.9% 18,400 9.4% 34,200

District of Columbia 15.0% 70,000 14.4% 67,600
Florida 7.2% 489,000 15.8% 995,600

Georgia 6.7% 232,600 12.6% 415,600
Hawaii 4.2% 21,200 10.3% 49,100
Idaho 6.3% 33,900 13.4% 67,500
Illinois 0.9% 45,800 4.8% 235,500

Indiana 3.5% 89,800 9.5% 230,300
Iowa 4.5% 57,900 6.7% 83,300

Kansas 1.1% 12,100 2.1% 23,100
Kentucky 2.8% 43,300 7.5% 111,200
Louisiana 4.6% 72,500 5.3% 82,900

Maine 0.2% 900 3.3% 16,300
Maryland 3.7% 78,000 7.0% 143,700

Massachusetts 8.3% 238,700 10.9% 307,200
Michigan 3.7% 131,800 13.0% 429,200

Minnesota 5.2% 123,000 8.1% 185,800
Mississippi -1.6% -14,900 3.2% 28,100

Missouri 1.1% 26,600 4.1% 92,900
Montana 2.8% 10,200 6.7% 23,300

Nebraska 4.7% 38,200 6.0% 47,400
Nevada 0.8% 8,800 10.0% 104,300

New Hampshire 4.6% 25,600 7.2% 39,100
New Jersey 1.0% 33,900 4.9% 161,700
New Mexico -2.4% -15,500 1.1% 6,800

New York 9.3% 677,700 11.2% 797,700
North Carolina 4.1% 142,400 10.1% 329,900

North Dakota 24.2% 69,400 22.8% 66,100
Ohio 2.0% 93,100 7.0% 308,400

Oklahoma 2.6% 33,600 3.6% 45,800
Oregon 6.3% 91,000 13.2% 178,500

Pennsylvania 2.5% 124,000 4.8% 238,500
Puerto Rico -8.4% -60,500 -4.3% -29,600

Rhode Island 1.3% 5,600 5.9% 24,100
South Carolina 5.9% 95,000 12.5% 188,300

South Dakota 7.7% 25,700 7.9% 26,200
Tennessee 6.7% 160,400 12.5% 283,100

Texas 15.7% 1,379,600 16.4% 1,433,600
Utah 12.8% 135,300 18.6% 186,700

Vermont 2.6% 6,600 5.7% 14,100
Virginia 4.0% 124,900 7.0% 209,400

Washington 8.7% 214,700 12.1% 288,800
West Virginia -1.7% -10,800 -0.9% -5,300

Wisconsin 2.3% 55,500 5.4% 129,400
Wyoming -7.8% -17,600 -7.4% -16,700

Job Growth in America: Change in Private-Sector Jobs

**Data through 
August 2016**

Since Before Recession 
(December 2007)

Under President Obama 
(January 2009)
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