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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
This is the tenth edition of the state-by-state snapshots issued by the Joint Economic 
Committee, containing employment and unemployment data at the state level for the first 
nine months of 2010.  While the current recovery remains fragile and uneven, as a whole, 
the economic situation of the country has improved over the past year. 
 

• Gross domestic product grew by 1.7 percent in the second quarter of 2010, making 
four quarters of uninterrupted economic expansion.  In contrast, GDP fell in the 
second quarter of 2009, which was the fourth quarter of economic contraction. 

 
• Private sector employment has increased by 863,000 jobs so far in 2010, with nine 

consecutive months of job gains.  In contrast, private sector employment fell by 
nearly 4.4 million jobs in the first nine months of 2009.  Most recently, private sector 
employment rose by 64,000 jobs in September 2010.  During the past three months, 
the average monthly private sector gain has been 91,000 jobs. 

 
While these numbers suggest that the economy has started to recover, a stronger, 
sustained level of job creation is needed to reduce the large number of workers who remain 
unemployed.  The national unemployment rate was 9.6 percent in September 2010, below 
the peak of 10.1 percent reached in October 2009. 
 
This month’s report shows the progress states have made creating jobs and reducing 
unemployment since the beginning of the year, including: 
 

• The unemployment rate in September 2010 declined from the prior month in 23 
states and the District of Columbia.  The unemployment rate is down in 29 states 
and the District of Columbia since the end of 2009. 

 
• Eighteen states and the District of Columbia added private sector jobs in September 

2010 and one state – Texas – added private sector jobs in each of the first nine 
months of 2010. 

 
• Forty-one states and the District of Columbia have added private sector jobs in at 

least five of the first nine months of 2010. 
 

• In an improvement over August, 21 states added manufacturing jobs in September 
2010, compared to only 17 states in August, and 27 states have experienced growth 
in manufacturing employment in at least five of the first nine months of 2010.    

 
• Texas has seen manufacturing jobs gains in every month so far in 2010.  Four other 

states (Illinois, Tennessee, New Hampshire, and Minnesota) have seen 
manufacturing employment gains in eight of the first nine months this year. 
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• Twenty-four states and the District of Columbia added jobs in the professional and 
business services sector in September 2010, with California gaining jobs in this 
sector in each of the first nine months of 2010.  Twenty-nine states and the District of 
Columbia have posted job gains in this sector in at least five of the first nine months 
of 2010.  

 
• Eighteen states and the District of Columbia added jobs in the leisure and hospitality 

sector in September 2010.  Thirty-one states and the District of Columbia gained 
leisure and hospitality jobs in at least five of the first nine months of 2010. 

 
• Half of the states (25) had job gains in September 2010 in the financial activities 

sector.  This was largest number of states to gain jobs in this sector since April of 
this year. 

 
In order to provide a clearer picture of economic performance at a more local level, the Joint 
Economic Committee has prepared a snapshot of the current economic climate within each 
state.  The attached state pages highlight key economic statistics for each state: 
 

• Jobs created or lost since the start of the recession; 
• Jobs saved or created by the Recovery Act; 
• Unemployment rates; 
• Per capita earnings; and, 
• The condition of the housing sector. 

  


