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Graham-Cassidy:
Pushing Community Health Centers Off a Financial Cliff

With 70 percent of grant funding for community health centers (CHCs) set to expire at the end of
the month, Republicans continue their attempts to repeal the Affordable Care Act (ACA) with
the catastrophic Graham-Cassidy proposal, threatening the health care of millions of Americans.*
The consequences of ignoring this funding cliff will be even more profound in light of the bill’s
severe cuts to Medicaid, which makes up 46 percent of CHC revenues.? By eliminating the
ACA’s expansion of Medicaid and capping the traditional Medicaid program, Graham-Cassidy
will jeopardize access to care for millions of Americans.

Every year, with support from the Department of Health and Human Services’ Health Resources
and Services Administration, CHCs provide comprehensive and cost-effective primary health
care to nearly 26 million patients—including over 330,000 veterans—in the nation’s most
underserved communities, both urban and rural.® Centers deliver over $24 billion in annual
savings to America’s health care system, including $2,371 per Medicaid patient served in
savings to the health care system, by providing primary and preventative care.*

Community health centers are also economic engines in local communities: in 2014 alone, they
generated over $45 billion in total economic activity and directly supported nearly 190,000 jobs.®
Funding for CHCs has garnished strong bipartisan support in the past, and failing to fund the
program now will disrupt crucial care for new mothers, children, rural and underserved patients,
and seniors.

Congress must fully fund CHCs to ensure continued access to affordable primary and
preventative care. Republicans should cease their latest attempt to repeal the ACA, Graham-
Cassidy, and instead work with Democrats to support effective programs like CHCs and stabilize
the individual market. Congressional inaction will only force CHCs to close their doors, leaving
millions of Americans without access to affordable services and many health care providers
without jobs.
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Community Health Centers State-by-State

Number of
Full Time
Employees

1693
1753
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1407
33360
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Percent of Patients
Served by Rural
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Uninsured
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Percent of
CHC
Patients on
Medicaid

29%
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26%
57%
24%
61%
53%
45%
30%
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24%
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30%
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36%
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49%
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36%
24%
34%
29%
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32%
25%
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36%
62%
16%

Estimated
Annual Savings
(Millions of $)

$514
$171
$777
$289
$6,305
$859
$543
$71
$265
$2,037
$628
$233
$258
$1,907
$689
$286
$297
$587
$534
$290
$470
$1,123
$991
$269
$447
$777
$161
$119
$130
$134
$763
$467
$2,959
$732
$56
$966
$286
$574
$1,152
$237
$565
$100
$573
$1,884
$223
$241
$444
$1,506
$619
$468
$29

FY 2016 CHC Funds
Awarded
(Millions of $)

$55.6
$48.7
$63.6
$34.6
$494.2
$72.8
$45.7
$10.2
$20.3
$170.2
$83.7
$23.2
$33.2
$144.8
$58.6
$28.0
$34.5
$54.8
$74.7
$32.9
$40.8
$95.4
$97.3
$29.1
$49.9
$83.1
$29.7
$16.7
$15.3
$18.5
$62.6
$55.9
$194.5
$92.0
$7.4
$108.0
$43.6
$67.3
$67.4
$21.0
$60.1
$12.1
$62.4
$179.9
$29.5
$22.6
$64.8
$96.0
$52.8
$35.5
$6.0

Sources: JEC Democratic Staff analysis of data from National Association of Community Health Centers and Ku L, et al. Using Primary Care to Bend the Cost Curve:

Estimating the Impact of a Health Center Expansion on Health Care Costs. Policy Research Brief No. 14. September 2009. And, Heisler, Elayne J. The Community Health
Center Fund: In Brief (CRS Report No. R43911, 2017).
Note: Annual savings are based on 2015 cost savings estimates data found in Ku L, et. al.
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