WASHINGTON, DC 20510

March 2, 2017

The President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We write today in support of and to expand on the concerns raised in a February 2% fetter from
the House Committee on Education and the Workforce related to the independence and integrity
of the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS). Like our House colleagues, we seek a commitment
from you, your staff, and your eventual Secretary of Labor and Commissioner of the Bureau to
support and stand by the essential, independent work of the BLS.

We find it necessary to seek this commitment because you and representatives of your
Administration have expressed a clear skepticism and distrust of, among other statistics, the
monthly unemployment rate and employment reports. For example, the White House press
secretary reportedly refused to cite the official unemployment rate when directly asked to do so
by a reporter,’ During your campaign, you stated the unemployment rate was “one of the biggest
hoaxes in American modern politics.”? Last February, you also stated, incotrectly, that the
unemployment rate is “probably 28, 29, as high as 35. In fact, I even heard recently 42%.3
Only a few days earlier, the BLS had reported that the unemployment rate was 4.9%. The most
comprehensive measure of unemployment and underemployment, the U-6 rate, was 9.9%.

BLS data are critical to the development of laws, policies, and businesses that affect Americans,
and also to the interpretation of our country’s economic health and security. In addition to its
monthly studies on employment and payroll, the BLS publishes five other measures of
unemployment and under-employment. Those reports include individuals who are working part-
time but want to work full-time, and those who want to work but believe a job search would be
useless because of a perceived lack of available jobs. Collectively, these measures provide
decision-makers with a more comprehensive view of our labor market.

For over a century, the BLS has produced these neutral and unbiased reports on our country’s
{abor market and unemployment rate. One of those reports has been the monthly employment
situation report.* Presidents, politicians of all parties, businesses, and all Americans have used
this information to make decisions affecting our economy.,
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When you and your Administration fail to provide measurable, objective data substantiating
unemployment rates, you whittle away at the public’s understanding of our nation’s economy.
As your Administration works to develop economic policy, we urge you to refrain from
discrediting or undermining the BLS, We ask that you commit to supporting and standing by
the independence and integrity of BLS and its work for the good of employers, employees, and

our nation’s economy.

Sincerely,

Senator Patty Murray =
Ranking Member
Committee on Health, Education, Labor &
Pensions

Senator Ron Wyden
Ranking Member
Commiftee on Finance

* Senator Patrick Leahy
Ranking Member
Comimnittee on Appropriations

enator Jeanne Shaheen
Ranking Member
Committee on Small Business &
Entrepreneurship

Senator Robert P. Casey, J
.Ranking Member

Senator Sherrod Brown

Ranking Member

Committee on Banking, Housing, & Urban
Affairs

Senator Martin Heinrich
Ranking Member
Joint Economic Committee

Ranking Member
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, & Forestry

Special Committec on Aging



