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The American Dream on Hold
Economic Challenges in the African American Community

BALTIMORE FACT SHEET

Baltimore is one of the 30 largest cities by population in the United States. More than 300,000 African
Americans live in Baltimore, constituting 61 percent of the city’s population. The black community in
Baltimore faces extraordinary challenges as compared to whites in the city.

This fact sheet parallels national statistics from a recent report by the Joint Economic Committee
Democrats. Data from the 30 largest U.S. cities by population appear on the reverse side of this fact
sheet.

Unemployment City of Baltimore:

At 14.8 percent, the unemployment rate for Black and White Employment Gap Persists
African Americans in Baltimore is more than

two-and-a-half times the 5.8 percent rate for
whites (see Figure). ; 21.3%
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highest unemployment rate experienced by whites 19-5%
(8.5 percent) during the recent recession.
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Income

The median income of African American
households in the city is $34,600—nearly
$30,000 less than the median income of
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white households ($63,700). 8% 5.8%
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Ba|t|m0|’e ||Ve |n poverty (27 percent)_almost Source: American Community Survey using American FactFinder (1-year estimates)
double the rate for whites (14 percent). Note: Data are annual rates
Education

Among those 25 years old and over in Baltimore, whites are more than three-and-a-half times as
likely as African Americans the same age to have a 4-year college degree (51 percent vs. 14 percent).

Work Experience
Only 36 percent of African Americans work full time compared to 47 percent of whites in the city.
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