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The Social Capital Project recently released a Social Capital Index covering every 
state and nearly every county in America. As we discussed in the accompanying 
report, states with high index values tend to be smaller than states with low values. 
Fully 56 percent of Americans live in the 40 percent of states with the lowest social 
capital values, while just 21 percent reside in the 40 percent of states with the 
highest values. In our report, population size had a negative correlation with both 
the state and county-level versions of our index (-0.34 and -0.15, respectively).

We displayed the index values of states and counties by grouping them into fifths 
and shading each accordingly. However, because some states and counties are 
sparsely populated while others are dense, these maps convey the wrong picture 
of the associational life experienced by the most people. To better depict this 
perspective, we have created “cartograms”—maps that display state and county 
sizes in proportion to the number of residents living there in 2010.

In the first set of cartograms, the borders of states and counties with larger 
populations have been expanded, and those with smaller populations have 
been shrunk. In the second set, the shapes of the states and counties have been 
distorted while keeping borders contiguous. As in the first set of cartograms, the 
sizes of the states and counties reflect the population they contain.

We present two map “triplets” below—one for states and one for counties. Each 
triplet includes the original social capital map from our report (in the center of the 
triplet), as well as the two cartograms. The maps are memory intensive; clicking 
one will open a new window with a map that is interactive, allowing for panning, 
zooming, and clicking on areas for information about a state or county.

STATE SOCIAL CAPITAL INDEX MAP AND CARTOGRAMS 
BASED ON STATE POPULATION
Click on a map to open an interactive version online.

https://www.lee.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/scp-index
https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/republicans/2018/4/the-geography-of-social-capital-in-america
https://www.lee.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/7c17b9bb-d70e-491b-b56b-2506400fc078/state-cartogram-pop-out-1.html
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https://www.lee.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/43b9ac94-c215-4855-b5a3-94175fa86031/state-cartogram-pop-out-2.html
https://www.lee.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/c2e3eacd-6cb3-45ba-939a-9b42b441c5f4/state-cartogram-pop-out-3.html
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COUNTY SOCIAL CAPITAL INDEX MAP AND CARTOGRAMS 
BASED ON COUNTY POPULATION
Click on a map to open an interactive version online.

https://www.lee.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/bf7dfae2-fcc4-4263-942d-ec4b38ad3275/county-cartogram-pop-out-1.html
https://www.lee.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/9da58d20-dc83-4016-81e7-091f63810041/county-cartogram-pop-out-2.html
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Source: Social Capital Project.

Maps powered by Leaflet.
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https://www.lee.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/ca688baa-4532-4008-9e06-9a223bfe959d/county-cartogram-pop-out-3.html
https://cran.r-project.org/web/packages/leaflet/index.html
https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/republicans/analysis?ID=B6D4631C-FB7A-47F9-B2AA-3B5873E08A69

