
 

  

 

Estimates of Advance Child Tax Credit Distribution by 

Congressional District for 2021, California 

The expansion of the Child Tax Credit (CTC), included in the American Rescue Plan, is one of 

the largest-ever single-year tax cuts for families with children. It dramatically increased the value 

of the CTC from $2,000 per child to up to $3,600 per child under six and $3,000 per child six 

and older, putting money in the pockets of low- and middle-income families to pay for household 

expenses like food, rent, utilities and child care. 

As part of the expansion, half of the CTC is being distributed in advance via monthly payments, 
helping families meet their financial needs in real time. Beginning in July, qualifying families 
began receiving monthly checks, and because the CTC was made fully refundable, previously 
ineligible low-income families can receive the full credit. The House-passed Build Back Better 
Act extends the expanded CTC for another year. 

Congressional District Data 

The table below shows the Joint Economic Committee’s estimates, by congressional district, of 

the cumulative total payment amount in 2021 and the total number of payments and number of 

eligible children receiving the benefit at year’s end. Advance CTC payments began on July 15 

and were authorized to continue each month through the end of the year. The estimates are based 

on data available through November 15. For example, in California’s 1st Congressional District 

families received a total of $182.0 million in 2021 and 76,000 payments went to 122,000 eligible 

children last month. 

District 
Number of Qualifying 

Children (Nov) 
Number of Payments (Nov) 

Cumulative 
Total Payments 

(in millions, 
July-Dec)  

01 122,000 76,000 $182.0 

02 103,000 72,000 $152.9 

03 150,000 90,000 $223.3 

04 124,000 87,000 $184.1 

05 122,000 79,000 $181.5 

06 163,000 92,000 $243.4 

07 149,000 93,000 $221.3 

08 173,000 90,000 $258.2 



District 
Number of Qualifying 

Children (Nov) 
Number of Payments (Nov) 

Cumulative 
Total Payments 

(in millions, 
July-Dec)  

09 182,000 98,000 $271.3 

10 174,000 93,000 $259.8 

11 117,000 82,000 $174.7 

12 64,000 51,000 $95.2 

13 107,000 74,000 $159.2 

14 93,000 68,000 $138.9 

15 119,000 93,000 $176.8 

16 200,000 92,000 $298.5 

17 95,000 84,000 $140.8 

18 72,000 68,000 $106.7 

19 121,000 77,000 $180.2 

20 151,000 84,000 $225.2 

21 194,000 88,000 $289.3 

22 185,000 101,000 $275.7 

23 183,000 100,000 $272.1 

24 125,000 76,000 $186.9 

25 152,000 88,000 $226.3 

26 133,000 80,000 $197.5 

27 99,000 69,000 $147.3 

28 80,000 66,000 $119.8 

29 140,000 72,000 $208.9 

30 105,000 75,000 $156.3 

31 168,000 88,000 $249.8 

32 132,000 72,000 $196.4 

33 65,000 61,000 $97.4 

34 113,000 71,000 $167.9 



 

  

 

District 
Number of Qualifying 

Children (Nov) 
Number of Payments (Nov) 

Cumulative 
Total Payments 

(in millions, 
July-Dec)  

35 167,000 80,000 $249.1 

36 153,000 90,000 $228.1 

37 106,000 70,000 $158.6 

38 132,000 77,000 $196.6 

39 120,000 77,000 $178.7 

40 164,000 76,000 $244.9 

41 174,000 83,000 $259.6 

42 175,000 97,000 $260.3 

43 140,000 83,000 $208.6 

44 161,000 78,000 $239.2 

45 114,000 89,000 $169.5 

46 148,000 71,000 $221.1 

47 122,000 77,000 $182.1 

48 95,000 69,000 $141.3 

49 112,000 77,000 $166.2 

50 148,000 84,000 $220.3 

51 156,000 81,000 $232.6 

52 93,000 77,000 $138.5 

53 129,000 83,000 $192.6 

Note: Number of qualifying children and payments is based on latest available 
Treasury data from November. Cumulative congressional district estimates are 
calculated using monthly state-level Treasury data available as of November 15, 
apportioned using 2020 ACS and 2018 IRS SOI data and rounded. 



Economic Impact of Advance CTC Payments 

• The expanded CTC is expected to reduce childhood poverty by over 40%, lifting nearly 4 

million children out of poverty. More than 80% of that poverty reduction comes from 

making the credit fully refundable for families with little or no income. 

• Advance CTC payments have provided an immediate boost to family finances. They have 

precipitated significant declines in the share of households with children reporting financial 

hardship and food insufficiency. 

• Families are using the advance CTC payments to meet the needs of their households in real 

time. According to the latest Census Bureau data, 56% of families spent their CTC payment 

on food, 33% spent it on internet and other utilities, 30% spent it on mortgage/rent, 30% 

spent it on clothing and 11% spent it on child care. 

• Over the long term, research has found that an extra $3,000 in a family’s annual income 

when a child is younger than five leads to 19% higher future earnings, and a growing body 

of academic research finds that public investments in children yield significant long-term 

returns with economy-wide benefits, as healthier, more educated kids grow up to be more 

productive workers with higher earnings. This, in turn, also generates higher future 

revenues. 

https://www.cbpp.org/research/federal-tax/recovery-package-should-permanently-include-families-with-low-incomes-in-full
https://www.cbpp.org/research/federal-tax/earnings-requirement-would-undermine-child-tax-credits-poverty-reducing-impact#_edn3
https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/democrats/issue-briefs?ID=A89CF4C0-B830-47D1-B828-84F860831391
https://www.jstor.org/stable/40598980?seq=1&metadata_info_tab_contents

