
$45,000

$50,000

$55,000

$60,000

$65,000

1967 1970 1973 1976 1979 1982 1985 1988 1991 1994 1997 2000 2003 2006 2009 2012

Median Income of Households 
Headed by 25- to 34-Year-Olds

2014 dollars

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

Notes: Millennials are generally defined as those born starting in 1980 and through 2000, meaning the first 
millennials turned 25 years old in 2005 and the 25- to 34-year-old age group entirely consisted of 
millennials in 2014; data may overstate income since young adults living with their parents are excluded 
since they are not heads of households; grey areas represent periods of recession as determined by the 
National Bureau of Economic Research; data labels rounded to nearest hundred dollars
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Households headed by Millennials today earn 
about $1,200 less than 25- to 34-year-olds in 1979
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